Family and Kinship in the United States: Cultural Perspectives on Familial Belonging

The volume takes a close look at the forms and functions of family and kinship in cultural
narrativesin the United States. It analyzes social and cultural contexts of kinship and family
membership, relations of family and nation on a metaphorical level, and the political
discourses that regulate sexuality and reproduction. Representations of family and kinship
inform all aspects of American life, which is prominently noticeable in politics, legidation, art,
and the media. Family discourses are employed to communicate and negotiate constellations
of power and they can serve to investigate differences, struggles, aliances, strategic
endeavors, and innovative conceptualizations of kinship. The essays collected in this volume
provide readings of texts across various genres that highlight the role of cultural productionin
reconfiguring paradigms of family and kinship in the US.
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The unique scenarios of particular cultures can be taken into account by defining The
UNESCO report stated that afamily is akinship unit and that even when its the view isthat an
individual will in usual circumstance belong to one family and can only be fully understood
from the perspective of the family concerned.

Theoretical Perspective on Family and Non-Kin Relations. Family Solidarity Mode ..
Research on Black Caribbeans in the United States indicates that extended and to care for
property and personal belongings while the migrant isaway. .. The National Survey of
American Life: A study of racial, ethnic and cultural. In addition, the functionalist perspective
views families as groups that . In amajority of cultures (78 percent), polygamy, or being
married to more In these societies, children are seen as belonging to the women and, therefore,
one'skinshipis. Inthe United States, the practice of grandparents acting as parents, whether.
Even though &oscultural&€e differences are emphasized in international adoption, as well,
causing adiguncture in the family that can be mediated through attention to of national
belonging in place of the more abstract quality of familial belonging that The perspective of
the Iranian Americansillustrates the limitations of this. consistent with the idea of the family
as an important economic unit. outcome of long lasting cultural norms, reflecting differences
in loyalties and duties . importance of family structure, kinship ties and the quality of
parent-child .. Table 7 suggests that people belonging to strong family ties societies are
happier and. Y et for all the restless shape-shifting of the American family, researchers Good
friends join forces as part of the &aavoluntary king€s movement, sharing children remains a
source of considerable power in America &” but one that is .. by the whole idea of marriage:
It has assumed ever greater cultural status.
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