Report on Human Rights Practices Country of Sri Lanka

Sri Lankais a constitutional, multiparty republic. President Mahinda Rajapaksa, who was
reelected to a second six-year term in January 2010, and the parliament, which was elected in
April 2010, share constitutional power. The government is dominated by the presidenta€™s
family; two of the president&€™'s brothers hold key executive branch posts as defense
secretary and minister of economic development, while athird brother is the speaker of
parliament. A large number of other relatives, including the presidentd€™s son, also serve in
important political or diplomatic positions. Independent observers generally characterized the
presidential and parliamentary e ections as problematic. Both elections were fraught with
violations of the election law by al major parties and were influenced by the governing
coalition&€™s massive use of state resources. There were instances in which elements of the
security forces acted independently of civilian control. The magor human rights problems were
unlawful killings by security forces and government-allied paramilitary groups, often in
predominantly Tamil areas, which led many to regard them as politically motivated, and
attacks on and harassment of civil society activists, persons viewed as Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) sympathizers, and journalists by persons allegedly tied to the
government, which created an environment of fear and self-censorship.
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continue to commit serious human rights abuses. The LTTE was The LTTE permitted
journalists some access to the areas of the country it controlled.
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